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Envnronmental agency
wrong in PCB statements !

By Jason Landsrs
Rome News-Tribuns Staff wm:
JLmdeRN.-T com ! zu-az'n

tion Agency says General Elec-
tric was inaccurate about poly-
chlorinated biphenyl levels

" when company representatives

said, “EPA has taken the posi-
tion that a level of 10 parts per
million in your yard ls accept-
able.”

The statement by Richard
Lester, plant manager in
charge of cleanup at the com-

pany’s closed medium trans-
- formers plant, was made dur-

ing a Nov. 16 public hearing in
Rome. The federal agency cites
a similar statement by GE
spokesman Gary Sheffer in a
Nov. 19 letter to the editor pub-
lished in the Rome News-Tri-
busne. .

“These statements are inac-
curate,” wrote Elmer Akin,
chief of the Region IV EPA
Office of Technical Services.

Sheffer and Lester were ref-
erencing a recent administra-
tive order in which EPA estab-
lished a 10 ppm standard as a
trigger for removing contami-
nated soils.in Anniston, Ala.
When the officials made their
references, they were dis-
cussing low levels of contami-
nation at West Central Elemen-
tary School, which shares a
drainage ditch with GE and has
had a PCB reading of 7.7 ppm
— a level below the 10 ppm
trigger in Anniston. Lester also
mentioned the standard when
discussing local residenﬁgl
areas.

In Anniston composite resi-
dential PCB levels above 10
pPmM are removed because gov-

"ernment toxicologists believe

levels in yards above the read-
ing “may pose immediate
threats to public health,” Ak!n
wrote.

If residential levels exceed
10 ppm in Anniston, the top
foot of soil is cleaned to a level
of 2 ppm. The agemcy may
require more stringent stan-
dards, even lower than 2 ppm,

- determined that final cleanup
o . » ; ‘level,” Akin wrote. . -
The. Environmental Protec-.-

.school. It is below the trigger

- peer-reviewed studies linking

~homes in the Rome area. The

“Firm

when the final cleanup goal 1s
established. “EPA has not yet

-Of Akin’s comments Shet‘i‘erI '
said, “I think we (GE and EPA)
are splitting hairs technically.
The current trigger level is 10 #
parts per million and that’s the {§
point we are making to show
the relatively low levels at the

level for clean-ups used at resi-
dences in Anniston, Ala., and
that remains to be an accurate
statement.”

Sheffer repeated the compa- B
ny's well publicized criticism W
of the agency with regards to ¥
the risk PCBs pose, saying
there are no “peer reviewed”
studies linking the hazardous
waste to cancer in humans. He ¥
added he is unaware of any

the probable human carcino-
gen to non-cancerous health
risks in people.

GE has begun cleaning prop- E.
erties with low levels of conta-
mination that are above the
Anniston standard, as was wit-
nessed in recent soil removals
at Tolbert Park and at a home
where a mixture of PCBs,
trichlorobenzenes and tetra-
chlorobenzenes was poured §
around the foundation as a ter- - §
mite deterrent. This mixture is
known by its trade namé Pyra-
nol and was sold to an undeter-
mined number of GE employ-
ees between 1953 and 1969.

In all the company has tested
four residential properties
where former employees were
sus;pected of using waste Pyra-
nol.

Two had undetectable levels.
One had negligible levels, and ’
the one that was cleaned hada
high level of 48 ppm.

State officials say they have
received about 50 leads that
may require further investiga-
tion of Pyranol use around

state is working with GE and
EPA to establish an appropri-
ate testing and action proce-
dure for the homes.
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